
MINUTES 
Port Costa Conservation Society  

Board of Directors Meeting, May 18, 2020 
(under social distancing order:  conducted by telephone conference call) 

 
Ridge Greene, Chairman  Attending Anne Mann, Treasurer  Attending 
Jeff Wilson, Vice Chairman  Attending Suzanne Statler, Financial Secretary  Attending 
Michael Domagalski, Secretary Attending 
 
Also attending:  Ruby Kapka 
Meeting called to order by Chairman at 7:06 pm 
  
Last Meeting’s Minutes (Apr 20): approved 
This Month’s Agenda:  approved 
 
1. Public Comments 

a. Discussion of town newspaper with Ruby Kapka.  See 7a New Business. 
 
2. Treasurer’s Report 

a. Treasurer’s reports and statements have been emailed.  There is $64K in checking acct.  No need 
to touch the CD investment until that’s used up. 

b. Discussion on society finances: how to pay for regular repairs/maintenance.  Sources of funds for 
paying bills during the COVID period when our usual fund-raising events are not possible.  We 
have to pay for playground surface repair, fence repair.  We want to help people support the 
cause – explain our dilemma, ask for help.  

c. Crockett Community Foundation is accepting requests for help by local non-profits during 
pandemic.  Agreed we will pursue.  

 
3. Chairman’s Report 

a. Nothing to report apart from agenda items. 
 
4. Events Report 
   
5. Upcoming Events 

a. The county is willing to provide a chipper for a Green Day clean-up event.  Jeff will pursue to set 
a date and figure out the logistics of volunteers & social distancing. 

b. The County Medical Center residency graduation event was scheduled for June 26.  No response 
to recent emails asking for confirmation; seems unlikely. 

c. Weddings:  the Sept. 5 Segal wedding party asked to delay to April 2021.  Sept 12 Lien wedding 
is ceremony-only.   Oct 3 Wright wedding is ceremony-only, they are still interested, check has 
been received.    Oct 10 wedding party still wants to proceed, depending on situation.  Note that 
we’re not sure how/when the Bull Valley Roadhouse will be available for receptions.  We must 
check on current restrictions on gatherings before proceeding with all the above.  We’ll leave 
them on calendar unless/until they back out. 

d. Suzanne said we must develop ideas for how to use our facility safely for group gatherings, since 
social distancing may continue on indefinitely. 

e. Talent Show cancellation was announced in Signal June 20.  But there is a possibility of other 
related fundraising. 



f. 4th of July news: there will be no fireworks in Benicia or Martinez, so the draw reduced.  What 
PCCS preparations needed this year?  Parade and subsequent gathering in playground are 
unlikely.  We have to expect people showing up for event.  The parking lot problem. 

g. Grassroots Bluegrass Gathering March 27, 2021 is looking to be a going concern.  May be up to 
100 attending.  It is tentatively on calendar as a fundraiser for school. 

 
6. Ongoing Business 

a. Grant work – report on status and progress of CCF & WW grants.  Ridge sent final the report in 
to CCF – it should be all done.  He will ask WW people what is needed to close that out and 
communicate to board. 

b. Report on museum & archive organization work.  Michael is currently on Theresa Jurik’s 
collection binder 14 (out of 17).  Rob Garbarino has been collecting material, may become a 
project.  Dee’s niece Karissa is donating rack for storing archive materials.  Ancestry.com has 
some Port Costa information.  The scanner and computer equipment will be moving from library 
to principal’s office.  Suzanne is wanting to give away old wicker items, they can’t be 
refurbished. 

c. The Field Semester status is unchanged – they are prepping presentation of plans to county. 
d. Website, Facebook, social media:  Jeanavive has redone the website page, adding a donation 

button. 
e. Security issues 

 No alarms to report.  Broken window noticed but is walled off – will rainproof before rains. 
 Playground status – no problems reported during closure 
 No problems noticed in building interior.  

f. Status of refrigerator compressor repair: Gig loaded it with freon, tested, and found a leak in coil.  
Gig thinks worth it to repair.  His work was donated.  Board approving expense of up to $400. 
Refrigerator to be left off; needs to run 2 hours to get cool before use. 

g. Pianos update – Suzanne spoke with Terry Henry, and reports the Community room spinet is in 
good shape.  The move valuable upright piano belongs to the Juriks, was originally from 
Burlington Hotel.  Frank moved it to the school with no intention of staying.  Monica says 
Veronica should plan on moving it out eventually.  The San Francisco upright can be converted 
to a coffee bar. 

h. The roll-top desk was sold; Suzanne expressed thanks for help with getting it sold, for $225.  $50 
of that was donated to the Museum. 

 
7. New Business 

a. Ruby Kapka & Rob Moss submitted proposal for “The Port Costa Brick” town newspaper, a 
creative endeavor plus platform for information from PCCS, sewer board, other town activities.  
Board approved sponsoring the Brick, allocating space and time in the Library for its production.  
Sponsorship requires Ruby & Rob to be PCCS members and volunteers.  Discussion of how to 
distribute paper to town residents.  The Riso machine could also print the PCCS Newsletter. 

b. New locks were obtained & installed on the school grounds gates.  Key distribution list was 
discussed & approved.  Subsequently any board member may give out keys, so long as the 
distribution list is maintained.  Currently Suzanne has the list. 

c. Until COVID meeting restriction are lifted, future board meetings will be via video (Zoom). 
d. Laurie Beauchemin’s donation of a bar/table was gratefully accepted.  

 
Meeting Adjourned:   8:16 pm 


